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not seek out holy men for converse. The Serbs did
possess one outstanding religious leader, Nicholas
Velimirovitch, Bishop of Ohrid and afterwards of
Zhicha, a man to whom thousands flocked. But
when occasion arose Alexander did not advance him to
be Patriarch as was well within his power. He preferred
the safer Varnava. The Orthodox Church must not be
allowed to advance to a position of power as it had
done in the old Russia. Both churches were in part
supported by the state and Alexander understood
himself as a King of both Eastern and Western Catholics.
Rome could not be interfered with, but the Serbian
Church was more dependent on the state, making it
possible for the King so to arrange the election of the
Patriarch that one-third of the votes were at the disposal
of the government. The Patriarch became the King's
nominee. The Orthodox Church, which had preserved
the nationhood of the Serbs through the centuries, was
deliberately frustrated for the sake of Jugoslavia.

The King pursued a religion of good works and
enlightened materialism. In a crisis he invited no one
to pray. He was interested in the restoration of ruined
churches and monasteries, but more as an antiquarian
than a religious man. He sent money gifts to people in
distress. He was limited but he was a man of his word.
His loyalties were lifelong. He kept his promises.
He told no lies. When asked a difficult question by an
interviewer it was noticeable that he did not resort to
euphemisms. He had a horror of ministers who used
their position to enrich themselves, dismissed them
when they were found out, and never re-appointed them.
He was perhaps too righteous for the people he had to
govern. He felt that very few got a beating from the

Eolice who did not deserve it.   He was not cruel, but
e had a rough-and-ready way of dealing with politicians
who thwarted him.

Svetozar Pribitchevitch, who led the "independents/'
the left wing of the Democratic Party, declared for a